THE  TWENTY-THIRD 

REPORT 


OF  THE  DIREC T O  R 


OF  THE 


WEST-RIDING  OF  YORK 

P  A  U  P  EH 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM 

Df  '241 

WAKEFIELD: 

ROWLAND  H  U  R  S  T  ,  PRINTER. 


1842. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30313983 


R  E  P  O  R  T  . 


The  close  of  another  year  renders  it  necessary 
again  to  advert  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
this  Asylum,  in  the  form  of  a  customary  Report. 

It  must  be  looked  upon  as  the  progressive 
history  of  an  Institution  which  has  undergone  no 
material  change,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  hoped 
that  the  system  of  management  since  its  first  opening, 
has  been  one  of  gradual  improvement.  Experience 
is  progressively  teaching,  and  although  the  mental 
and  bodily  exertions  ol  those,  to  whose  care  the 
insane  are  intrusted,  may  be  at  once  judiciously  and 
unremittingly  devoted  to  their  security,  happiness, 
and  recovery,  the  means  for  effecting  that  grand 
object  are  gradually  acquired. 

During  the  past  year  the  enlargement  of  the 
building,  as  agreed  upon  at  the  General  Quarter 
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Sessions,  has  been  completed.  In  the  new  Western 
wing  many  desirable  improvements  have  been  made, 
especially  in  the  construction  of  the  windows,  and 
in  the  means  employed  for  ventilating  and  warming 
the  apartments.  The  two  last  objects  have  been 
obtained  in  such  a  way  as  to  yield  perfect  satisfac¬ 
tion.  Attached  to  the  new  building  is  an  Infirmary 
for  female  patients,  but  so  arranged  as  to  prevent 
any  fear  of  the  spread  of  infection,  should  the  Asylum 
ever  be  visited  by  disease  of  an  infectious  nature. 
Free  ventilation  in  this  part  has  also  been  secured, 
whilst  the  peculiarly  cheerful  and  airy  situation  of  the 
Infirmary,  renders  it  one  of  the  most  desirable 
additions  to  the  Institution. 

In  the  month  of  July  the  new  building  was  for¬ 
mally  opened  by  a  tea-party,  at  which  nearly  three 
hundred  patients  attended;  the  various  apartments 
were  examined  by  the  guests  with  much  interest  and 
curiosity,  many  of  whom  expressed  a  strong  desire 
to  be  in  the  list  of  its  new  occupants.  The  festival 
was  enlivened  by  music  and  singing,  and  after  par¬ 
taking  of  cakes  and  fruit,  the  party  dispersed  in  the 
most  perfect  good  order,  and  with  many  expressions 
of  gratification. 

In  proportion  to  the  increase  of  inmates,  new 
wants  and  requirements  are  constantly  arising.  A 
building  originally  planned  and  erected  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  between  one  and  two  hundred 
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patients,  is  not  so  easily  adapted  to  the  reception  of 
nearly  three  times  that  number,  as  might  at  first  be 
imagined.  The  apartment  now  used  as  a  Chapel, 
and  originally  intended  for  a  committee-room,  is  far 
too  small  for  the  numbers  who  might  with  advantage 
attend  divine  service.  In  the  warm  months  of 
summer  the  atmosphere  is  close  and  oppressive, 
whilst  its  contracted  dimensions  render  any  sufficient 
means  of  ventilation  impossible.  In  the  original 
construction  of  the  Asylum,  the  general  weekly 
bathing  of  the  patients  was  not  at  all  contemplated. 
A  large  bath  was  provided  for  the  females,  con¬ 
tiguous  to  their  wards,  and  a  corresponding  one  on 
the  male  side,  but  both  communicating  with  the 
centre  passage  of  the  Institution.  From  the  distance 
at  which  many  of  the  wards  are  situated  from  the 
baths,  much  inconvenience  was  experienced.  In 
spite  of  every  precaution,  it  occasionally  happened 
that  mishchievous  patients  made  their  escape ,  and, 
in  some  instances,  were  not  found  until  after  hours 
of  anxious  search ;  the  risk,  however,  and  cor¬ 
responding  anxiety,  augmented  with  the  increase 
of  inmates,  and  an  alteration  became  imperative. 
By  relinquishing  some  rooms,  and  erecting  a 
new  staircase,  bathing  is  now  accomplished  without 
the  necessity  of  removing  patients,  as  formerly,  into 
the  main  body  of  the  building ;  yet  the  accomoda¬ 
tion  in  this  particular  is  still  very  inadequate;  a  bath 
in  every  Ward,  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water, 
must  always  be  regarded  as  essential  to  the  purposes 
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of  cleanliness,  and  highly  advantageous  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Insanity.  The  airing  and  exercise  grounds 
have  undergone  considerable  addition  and  improve¬ 
ment.  Banks  have  been  raised,  with  walks,  afford¬ 
ing  an  agreeable  prospect  of  the  neighbouring 
country,  and  some  of  these  are  being  planted  with 
shrubs  and  evergreens. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  last  Report,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  make  some  alteration  in  the 
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regulations  affecting  the  servants ;  their  duties  were 
so  oppressively  arduous  to  the  mind,  as  well  as  body, 
that,  in  some  instances,  great  suffering  was  induced. 
A  cursory  visitor  can  form  no  adequate  idea  of  the 
nature  of  those  duties,  devolving  on  individuals 
having  charge  of  the  insane.  All  may  wear  the 
appearance  of  cleanliness  and  comfort;  the  patients 
may  seem  cheerful  and  healthy,  and  the  treatment 
adopted  may  yield  the  most  satisfactory  results :  but 
it  is  unseen  that  all  this  is  too  often  purchased  by 
wakeful  nights  and  anxious  days,  that  are  insidiously 
undermining  life  and  health.  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  if  those  who  have  sunk  under  mental  exertions 
in  behalf  of  the  insane,  were  added  to  those  who 
have  been  the  victims  of  their  violence,  an  appalling 
fact  would  be  deduced,  and  one  which  appears 
hitherto  to  have  been  totally  overlooked.  That 
humanity  which  extends  no  further  than  profes¬ 
sion,  is  but  of  little  value;  to  speak  or  write,  is 
much  more  easy  than  to  act;  it  is  to  those  who 


are  practically  illustrating  a  spirit  of  Christian  benevo- 
lence,  by  personal  exertion  and  self- -sacrifice  in  behalf 
of  their  fellow-creatures,  to  whom  society  is  chiefly 
indebted. 

In  consequence  of  the  former  statement,  a  super¬ 
numerary  attendant  of  each  sex  has  been  engaged, 
part  of  whose  duty  it  is  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
others,  whilst  absent  for  necessary  rest,  or  recreation. 
The  stated  increased  periods  of  absence  have  had 
the  anticipated  desirable  effect,  and  it  is  not  more 
than  a  common  act  of  justice  to  observe,  that  any 
reasonable  indulgence,  conducive  to  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  the  attendants,  is  only  a  portion  of  due 
recompense  for  their  onerous,  difficult,  and  laborious 
services.  The  character  and  conduct  of  some  of 
them  is  beyond  all  praise ;  and  assuredly,  if  merit 
deserves  reward  in  the  ordinary  circumstances  of  life3 
how  much  more  to  those  who  unknown  to,  and 
unseen  by  the  world,  are  devoting  youth,  health, 
and  even  life  itself,  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
duties,  from  which  others  shrink  with  fear  or  abhor¬ 
rence. 

The  Asylum  cannot  boast  entire  exemption  from 
those  casualties  to  which  all  similar  institutions  are 
liable.  When  accidents  have  occurred,  it  has  been 
considered  judicious  to  caution  the  attendants  not  to 
allow  any  circumstance  likely  to  produce  excitement 
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or  other  injurious  effects  on  the  minds  of  the  patients, 
to  come  to  their  knowledge.  The  history  of  this 
institution  tends  to  shew,  that  an  attempt  at  suicide, 
if  spread  by  report,  generally  leads  to  others  of  the 
same  nature;  but  beyond  this  necessary  precaution, 
every  investigation  has  been  desired  and  courted. 

The  demands  on  the  Harrison's  Fund  Charity 
have  considerably  increased  during  the  last  year. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this  charitable  stock,  many 
recovered  patients  would  have  left  an  Asylum  of 
comparative  comfort  and  happiness,  to  return  to 
desolate  hearths  and  starving  families.  It  may 
not  be  improper  once  more  to  explain  the  object 
of  this  fund.  In  the  year  1825,  Joseph  Harri- 
son,  Esq.,  of  Kennington,  Surrey,  formerly  of 
Wakefield,  left  a  legacy  of  £1000  (minus  the 
duty),  to  “  the  Lunatic  Hospital ,  at  Wakefield .” 
Out  of  the  county  purse,  £300  was  added,  with 
which  sum  two  fields  were  purchased,  and  conveyed 
to  the  Visiting  Magistrates  as  trustees.  For  this 
land,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asylum  pays  an  annual 
rent  of  £36,  which  income  is  disposed  of  in  dona¬ 
tions  to  necessitous  patients  on  their  discharge,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Visiting  Justices,  not  giving 
any  one  patient  more  than  £5.  The  first  relief 
afforded  from  this  Charity  was  in  June,  1823,  since 
which  period  no  less  a  number  than  Jour  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  have  been  relieved,  on  their  dis- 
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charge  from  the  institution.  An  additional  sum  of 
£98  8s.  7d.  has  been  raised  by  the  profits  of  the 
Asylum  Bazaar,  and  added  to  the  Harrison’s  Fund. 
Thus,  not  only  has  a  pecuniary  advantage  been 
derived  in  this  way,  but  the  fancy  articles  with  which 
it  is  furnished,  have  been  an  endless  source  of 
amusement ;  and  industry  and  ingenuity  have  been 
stimulated,  by  the  hope  of  ultimate  reward. 

There  is  another  subject  to  which  we  would  again 
advert,  although  attention  has  been  called  to  it  in 
one  or  two  former  Reports.  We  allude  to  the  fre¬ 
quent  negligence  of  Overseers,  in  not  sending  their 
insane  poor  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  disease.  In 
many  cases  this  amounts  to  a  “  criminal  neglect,  of 
duty  towards  the  patient  as  well  as  in  regard  to 
society,  and  cannot  be  too  frequently  brought  to  the 
notice  of  those  who  have  the  power  of  checking  so 
great  an  evil.  The  history  of  a  family  may  in  some 
measure  serve  to  illustrate  this  subject. 

An  influential  tradesman,  in  one  of  the  large 
towns  of  the  West  Riding,  met  with  embarrassments 
and  losses  in  business,  which  induced  a  severe  attack 
of  Typhus  fever,  and  subsequent  insanity;  he  was 
placed  in  a  private  Asylum,  and  speedily  recovered. 
Previously,  however,  to  his  restoration,  his  wife,  from 
excessive  grief,  became  the  subject  of  the  same 
disease ;  his  affairs  in  confusion,  his  large  and  help¬ 
less  family  without  means  of  support,  nothing  re- 
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mained  but  her  being  immediately  sent  by  the  parish 
officers  to  the  Asylum  at  Wakefield.  For  some  time 
she  continued  under  treatment,  with  every  prospect 
of  success,  when  her  daughter,  of  the  age  of  eighteen, 
was  conveyed  in  a  state  of  high  maniacal  excitement, 
brought  on  by  “  excessive  fretting  ”  to  be  under  the 
same  roof  with  her  unhappy  mother.  Disease  in  the 
daughter  quickly  yielded  to  the  treatment  adopted, 
and  in  a  few  months  she  returned  home,  perfectly 
cured  ;  but  this  accumulation  of  affliction  not  only 
retarded  the  recovery  of  her  mother,  but  was  the 
occasion  of  a  second  attack  in  her  father,  who  was 
also  brought  to  the  Asylum.  In  a  few  months  he 
was  cured,  and  returned  home  to  his  family,  but 
leaving  his  wife  still  in  the  Asylum.  Shortly  after, 
the  eldest  son,  a  fine  young  man,  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  who  had  been  the  prop  of  the  family,  borne 
down  by  a  succession  of  domestic  afflictions  almost 
without  parallel,  wandered  from  home  in  a  state  of 
insanity,  and  after  long  search  was  found  almost 
perished  from  cold  and  hunger,  in  a  stone  quarry.  In 
this  deplorable  state  he  was  brought  to  the  Asylum, 
and  continued  for  some  months  in  a  condition  affording 
little  hope  of  recovery;  at  length  the  means  employed 
produced  the  desired  effect,  and  it  was  not  until  near 
the  time  of  his  discharge,  that  his  mother  was  made 
acquainted  with  his  circumstances.  She  was  herself 
shortly  afterwards  discharged  cured,  and  years  have 
now  passed  without  any  return  of  the  malady ;  she 
speaks  of  the  Asylum  as  her  second  home,  and 
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though  now  a  widow,  she  is  surrounded  by  an 
affectionate  and  grateful  family,  who  have  been  more 
fortunate  than  their  unhappy  parents,  and  who  with 
her,  afford  an  example  even  where  strong  hereditary 
tendency  exists,  and  under  circumstances  the  most 
unfavourable,  of  the  benefit  arising  from  speedy  re- 
course  to  suitable  treatment.  It  will  not  be  improper 
to  add,  that  in  no  instance  was  the  beneficial  relief 
of  Harrison’s  fund  charity,  more  advantageously 
employed  or  more  gratefully  received,  than  by  this 
meritorious  and  afflicted  family,  for  to  use  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  one  of  its  members,  “that  money,— was 
the  saving  of  us  from  ruin”. 

A  table  inserted  at  the  24th  page  of  this  Keport, 
will  shew  the  impolicy  of  neglect,  even  taking  the 
subject  on  the  low  point  of  mere  pecuniary  consider¬ 
ation  ;  it  is  a  table  comparing  the  results  of  treat¬ 
ment  in  twenty  recent  cases,  and  twenty  cases  of 
long  standing  before  admission  into  the  Asylum.  It 
will  at  once  be  seen,  that  an  early  removal  to  this 
place,  is  an  advantage  not  to  be  despised  by 
those  who  have  the  care  of  parochial  purses,  without 
their  incurring  a  just  charge  of  dereliction  of  public 
duty.  In  twenty  recent  cases,  (ten  of  each  sex), 
admitted  within  three  months  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  their  disease,  the  whole  number  were  cured , 
at  an  average  cost,  for  each  male,  £7  16s.  9d.;  for 
each  female,  £9  14s.  6d.  In  twenty  neglected  cases, 
(ten  of  each  sex),  or  those  in  whom  the  disease  had 
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existed  for  twelve  months  and  upwards,  twelve  died; 
two  were  cured ,  and  dismissed  in  the  enjoyment  of 
good  health;  the  other  six  remain  in  the  Asylum. 
The  average  cost  for  the  six  males  who  died,  (in¬ 
cluding  the  funeral  expences)  was  £31  7s.  lid.;  for 
the  one  cured,  £5  14s.;  for  the  three  still  remaining 
a  charge  to  their  respective  parishes,  £105  12s.  4d. 
each.  For  the  six  females  who  died,  the  average 
cost  was  £32  17s.  2d.,  including  funeral  expences; 
for  the  one  cured,  £14  6s.;  for  the  three  still  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  Asylum,  the  parish  officers  have  already 
paid  on  an  average  for  each,  no  less  a  sum  than 
£103  18s,  4d. !  Reference  may  be  made  to  the  table 
alluded  to,  for  the  date  of  admission,  &c.  in  these  forty 
cases.  There  can  be  only  one  conclusion  drawn  from 
this  statement.  Humanity  here  teaches  the  Overseers 
their  duty,  and,  failing  in  that,  the  pecuniary  con¬ 
sideration  will  perhaps  prevail,  the  difference  in 
the  costs  of  the  cases  cited  being  so  glaring  as  not 
to  be  misunderstood.  An  earnest  appeal  is  once 
more  made  to  the  respective  Overseers  for  the 
exercise  of  their  judgment,  and  diligent  attention  to 
this  most  important  part  of  their  duty,  If  even 
the  matter  of  money  be  not  a  consideration  with  them, 
let  them  view  seriously  the  results  of  treatment  in 
these  forty  cases,  and  avail  themselves  of  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  an  early  application, 
for  the  admission  of  their  Pauper  Lunatics  into  the 
Asylum. 
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The  state  of  the  378  Patients  at  present  in  the 
Asylum,  is  as  follows 


Curable. 

Doubtful. 

Incurable. 

Total. 

Males,  14 

23 

163 

200 

Females,  17 

16 

145 

178 

C.  C.  CORSELLIS,  M.D. 

DIRECTOR. 


Wakefield,  December  31,  1841. 


Ordered, 

By  the  Visiting  Magistrates,  that  the  charge,  for 
each  Patient ,  he  continued  at  Is.  per  week . 
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CASH  ACCOUNT. 

DR.  £  s.  d. 

To  Balance  of  last  Account  . . 392  8  8§ 

Amount  received  foi  Butter  . . . .  26  17  0 

Cows’ Hides,  Tallow,  &c .  17  3  0 

Fruit  and  Vegetables . . .  27  11  0 

Pigs .  26  7  10 

Bones  4  12  0 

Discount .  0  12  0 

Cocoa  Nut  Fibre  . . .  0  2  0 

Eggs . . .  0  18  0 

Hay  . . . . . . . . .  15  0  0 

Rent . 3  15  0 

Dripping .  1  13  8 

From  Ellis  Hodgson,  Esq.,  for  Patients  chargeable  to  the?  10,  r 
Riding  as  Vagrants  . £ 

Ditto  from  Townships . . . 6733  6  0 

£7375  19  8$ 

Balance...... . . .  S40  6  2§ 

Amount  of  Accounts  due  from  different  Townships, . 2960  8  6 

£3800  14  Si 


CASH  ACCOUNT 


CONTRA,  CR.  £  s.  d. 

By  Amount  paid  for  Clothing  and  Bedding. ......... . 115  6  8 

Coals  . . . . .  293  13  0 

Cotton  and  Linen  Yarn  . .  130  15  0 

Cows. ...........  . . . . . . .  81  10  0 

Fodder............... . .  480 

Drugs  . . 56  16  2 

Leeches . 6  19  4 

Earthenware . 13  13  0 

Brushes..  . 29  12  6 

Freight  and  Carriage  . 15  16  4 

Groceries....... .  322  3  6 

Hops . 56  6  0 

Ironmongery  . 19  5  0 

Incidentals  . . . . .  91  18  1| 

Funeral  Expences  . . . 80  12  0 

Leather,  Hemp,  &c .  62  18  9 

Malt . . . 524  10  0 

Meat . 1141  12  0 

Manure . 13  4  0 

Forter  . 1  2  6 

Potatoes  . 70  7  0 

Rent  of  Land  to  Harrison’s  Fund,  &c...  56  0  0 

Salaries  and  Wages. ........  „ ........  1446  9  0 

Seeds  . 10  16  6 

Stationery  and  Postages  . . 30  4  4 

Straw... .  169  16  2 

*Wheat,  Meal,  &c . .  1472  13  6 

Wine  and  Spirits . 29  J 1  0 

Wool.. . ...159  2  6 

Rates  and  Taxt  s . . . 28  11  7§ 

£6535  13  6 

Balance .  . 840  6 

£7375  19  8i 

Tradesmen’s  Accounts  owing. . 872  0  3 

Balance  in  favour  of  the  Institution..  . 2928  14  5? 

£3800  14  8£ 


*  Exclusive  of  Wheat  grown  on  the  Land  belonging  to  the  Asylum,  amounting 

to  36  Loads. 


PATIENTS. 
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Statement  of  the  Admissions ,  Discharges,  and  Deaths  of  all  the 
Patients  in  the  Asylum,  since  its  Opening,  on  the  23rd  of 
November,  1818. 


ADMISSIONS. 


Patients  admitted  within  three  months  after  the  first  attack  . . 911 

Patients  admitted  within  twelve  months  after  the  first  attack  . . .  531 

Patients  admitted  who  had  been  insane  from  one  to  thirty  years .  664 

Patients  admitted  who  have  had  previous  attacks,  and  have  been  con¬ 
fined  before  in  this  Asylum  ..  . . .  416 

Patients  admitted  who  are  stated  to  have  had  previous  attacks,  but  who 

have  not  been  confined  here  . . . . .  484 


3006 


DISCHARGES  AND  DEATHS. 


Patients  discharged  cured,  who  had  not  been  insane  more  than 

three  months  before  admission  . . . •  • .  •  466 

Dead....  234 

Patients  discharged  cured,  who  had  not  been  insane  more  than 

twelve  months  before  admission . . .  308 

Dead....  192 

Patients  discharged  cured,  who  had  been  insane  from  one  to 

many  years  before  admission . . .  78 

Dead....  339 

Patients  discharged  cured,  who  have  had  previous  attacks  ....  478 

Dead....  201 

Patients  not  cured,  discharged  by  desire  of  their  friends,  and 

others  by  order  of  the  Magistrates . . .  332 


966  1662 


Period  of  Disease  before  Admission ,  in  the  Fifty -seven  Deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  Asylu 

during  the  year  1841. 
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TABLE  shewing  the  Age ,  date  of  Admission ,  ta  Twenty 
neglected  Cases ;  the  comparative  Expense  and  the  result  of 
Treatment  in  each  Case. 
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TABLE  sJmving  the  Age ,  date  of  Admission,  fyc.  in  Twenty 
recent  Cases;  the  comparative  Expense  and  the  result  of 
Treatment  in  ea*.h  Case. 
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WORK  done  by  PATIENTS,  from  1st  January  to 

31^  December,  1841. 


MALES. 

WEAVING. 

Yards. 

Linen  . .  2862 

Sheeting  .  822 

Calico  .  268 

Grey  cloth  .  720 

Flannel  .  54 

SHOE-MAKING,  &c. 

Pairs. 

Cloth  shoes,  ...{new)  464 

Do . ( repaired )  712 

Leather  shoes... do.  ...  122 

Do . {new)  15 

Cloth  boots  ......do...  3 

Wooden  clogs  ...do. ..  4 


FEMALES. 

Calico,  woven  ... yards  1573 


Cloth  shoes,  hound...  464 

Shirts  .  470 

Shifts  .  290 

Sheets  .  677 

Grey  cloth  caps  .  67 

Women’s  bed  gowns..  123 

Stockings,  pairs  .  244 

Cloth  jackets  .  90 

Do.  waistcoats .  45 

Do,  trousers .  135 

Aprons .  321 

Caps  .  529 

Grey  dresses  .  96 

Towels .  71 

Bed-ticks..... .  43 

Pillow-cases .  196 

Stays  . pairs  20 

Petticoats .  138 

Flannel  vests  .  21 

Handkerchiefs  . .  325 

Pillows .  34 

Table-cloths .  6 

Harden  slops  .  6 

Bed-hangings . sets  1 

Window-blinds  ...sets  2 

Men’s  stocks  .  7 
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Number  of  Deaths,  and  average  Duration  of  Life,  of  the  Patients 
who  have  died  in  this  institution,  since  its  opening  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1818,  to  the  31st  December,  1840. 
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Table  shelving 


the  average  duration  of  Life ,  from  the  attack  of 
Insanity  to  the  time  of  Death. 
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average  duration  of  Life,  from  the  commencement  of  Insanity  to  the  period  of  Death,  in  the 
above  cases, — Males,  3  years,  I  month  ;  Females,  3  years,  27  days. 


